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The rule and questyon of a catte

There is a catte at the fote of a tre the lēght of 300 fote / this catte goeth 
upwarde eche day 17 fote, and descendeth the nyghte 12 fote.  I demaunde 
in howe ōge tyme that she be at ŷ toppe.  Answere.  Take by and abate the 
nyghte of the day, that is 12 of 17 and there remayneth 5, there fore the 
catte mounteth eche daye 5 fote / deuyde now 300 by 5 and thereof cometh 
60 dayes then she shall be at the toppe.  And thus ye maye do of all other 
semblable.  



The rule and question of a cat

There is a cat at the foot of a tree of height 300 
feet.  This cat goes upward each day 17 feet, and 
descends each night 12 feet.  I ask, how long a 
time will she take to reach the top?  



The rule and question of a cat

There is a cat at the foot of a tree of height 300 
feet.  This cat goes upward each day 17 feet, and 
descends each night 12 feet.  I ask, how long a 
time will she take to reach the top?  

Answer.  Subtract the night from the day, that is 
12 from 17: this gives 5, therefore the cat mounts 
each day 5 feet. Divide now 300 by 5 and you get 
60 days: then she shall be at the top.  And thus 
you may do all other similar problems.



What do we want of a textbook problem?
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