
Motorway	traffic	can	be	modelled	
as	a	fluid…..	

..as	long	as	you	accept	that	all*	
the	par;cles	in	this	fluid	are	self-
centered	idiots.	 *Present	audience	excepted	



Speed	vs	Flow	

•  As	traffic	builds	up,	vehicles	are	delayed	by	
other	vehicles,	so	the	average	speed	drops	

•  Un;l	the	flow	gets	too	high,	and	a	chao;c	
collapse	(‘flow	breakdown’	occurs),	and	speeds	
drop	substan;ally.	

•  Then	the	flow	has	to	drop	significantly	before	
speeds	recover.	

•  Now	some	videos	and	preLy	pictures	







Direc;on	of	Travel	

Time	of	Day	
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